—

r the use of comparatives in Spanish:
ective + como. The equivalent in English 1s

Here are guidelines fo
of equality with tan + 2dj

e Express comparisons

as + adjective + as.
Soy tan baja como i amiga Maria. [ am as short as ™My friend Maria.
Compré un abrigo tan caro como I bought a coal as expensive as YOUTs: |
el tuyo.
that it modifies. l

As usual, the adjective agrees with the noun

han.

us than I talian

ns of inequality:

is the equivalent in English to more + adjective T

e Express compariso

mas + adjective + que
These dishes are more delicio

Estos platos sont imas ricos que 108
dishes.

platos italianos.
alent in English t0 Jess + adjectve + than.
Love stories are less interesting than

amor son menos
que las de misterio. mystery novels.

menos + adjective + que is the equiv

Las novelas de
interesantes

ejercieio
mparaciones de igualdad.

Las comparaciones de igualdad. Ust las palabras tan + adjetivo + como para las c0
Use the appropriate gender and number of the adjectives.
B

1. Mi hermano €8 (cémico) t. //’_
9. Pero yo sOY (dormilén) Marcos. //
ante) el café. /,/,//

3. Por eso me gusta elté:es (estimul

bo de leer. ///

4. No tengo noticias ('mteresante) los anuncios que aca

e
e

5. Ah, €sos pantalones son (caro) los que José compro ayer.

ﬂ;________#ﬂ___———-—-——//
6. Mi casa €S (viejo) la casa de mis abuelos. //”/

7. «No crees g 1 regaton? /

e la salsa es (divertido) e
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ejercicio 18-14

En espaviol.

e

1. Silk dresses are more expensive than cotton dresses.

the red shoes. //

9. These shoes are a8 comfortable as

to save money. e

3. To be in style (estar de moda) is less important than

e

4. You are as thrifty (ahorrativo) as my husband. T

e ———

5. In my opinion, designing shoes is as creative as writing a poerm. e

S

6. Is peace of mind (u'anquilidad) more necessary than wealth (

an the previous ERErCISE? e

riqueza)? —

7. Isn’t this translation less difficult th

e e

Superlatives

ty of the adjective to its maximum degree. Follow these rules for

Superlatives express the quali

the use of superlatives:
e + de to express the maximum degree in com-

o Use mias + adjective + de or menos + adjectiv

parison to others.

Fstos son los dfas més felices de mi These are the happiest days of my life.

vida.
Raquel y Laura son las alumnas Raquel and Laura are the least appreciated
menos apreciadas de 12 clase. students of the class.
o Use the absolute superlative to €Xpress the maximum degree without comparing it to others.
Use muy + adjective, oT add one of the following endings: -isimo, 4sima, -isimos, -isimas.
Las flores son muy bellas. .
Las flores son bellisimas. } The flowers are very beautiful.



El joven es muy inteligente. } : N
£l joven es in teligentisimo. The young man 15 Very intelligent.

Spelling changes occur when certain adjective endings are dropped to add the superlative 4simo

endings. Adjectives that end in -co, -g0, 0T -2 change spelling to g4, gu, and ¢

comico  funny comiquisimo
largo long larguisimo
feliz happy felicisimo

ejercicio m

Los lugares de la ciudad. Practica. Escribe la forma apropiada del superlativo absoluto que terming en -isimo,
_isimos, -isima ¢ -isimas.

1. un zool6gico grande ————— 6. una playa bella —————

9. un circo divertido ———— 7. un restaurante caro —————————

3. una avenida ancha (wide) —— 8. unas comidas variadas ————

4. un teatro moderno PR 9. una discoteca populat —————

5. una universidad famosa — 10. un Museo importante B

ejercicio m

Preguntas personales.

1. ¢Quién es la persona mas importante de tu vida? /

2. gQuién es, en tu op'mién, un actor comiquisimo? /

3. ¢Yuna novela larguisima? /

4. ¢Cudlesla fecha mds importante del afio para ti? /

5. (Te gustaria ser famosisimo (a)? ¢Por qué? /

6. ¢Quién es para ti una persona respetadisima? /
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Irregular Comparative and Superlative Adjectives

18-17

En espariol.
1

2.

Some adjectives have irregular comparative forms. Remember that irregular forms are usually
the most common, both in English and Spanish.

Comparative Superlative
bueno (a, os, as) mejor(es) better el/la mejor de the best
los/las mejores de
malo (a, os, as) peor(es) worse el/la peor de the worst
los/las peores de
grande(s) mayor(es) greater; older el/la mayor de the greatest;
los/las mayores de the oldest
mas grande(s) larger el/la mas grande de the largest
los/las mas grandes de the largest
pequeio (a, 0s, as) menor(es) lesser; younger el/la menor de the least; the
los/las menores de youngest
¢Eres el mayor de todos los primos? Are you the oldest of all the cousins?
Esta es la peor de todas las peliculas This is the worst of all the movies I have seen

que he visto. (the worst movie I have [ever] seen).

Pablo is the oldest brother.

Rosa is the youngest of all.

My uncle is older than your father.

Felicia says she is twenty-five years old. She is younger than I thought.

This game is more exciting than chess!

Today I received the worst grade in my French class.

Well, tomorrow you (tit) will receive better news.
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Other Comparisons

Keep in mind the following details regarding comparisons in Spanish. Note that the English
equivalent may not be a literal translation.

o If the comparison is based on an adjective from a different clause, de lo que is used instead of
que to translate than.

Esto es menos dificil de lo que This is less difficuli than we thought.
pensabamos.

The comparison in de lo que is based on the adjective dificil.

ejercicio 18-18

Mds comparaciones. Escribe en espaiiol las palabras enire paréntesis.

1. Hoyes — (the best) dia de la semana.

9. Manana vamos 2 tener - ————— (a better) ideadela situacion.

9. La casa del vicepresidente P (bigger than) una mansion.

4. Pero la casa del presidente €s I (the largest) .

5. Aqui estan L e (the oldest buildings) dela ciudad.

6. e (The worst) jugadores de béisbol juegan en nuestro equipo.
7. No, ti eres ————— (the oldest) de tu familia.

8. Ahora Lauravaa recibir s (the biggest surprise) de su vida.

pjereicio m

;Ayiideme, por favor! Traduce. Usa el vocabulario ttil.

Dear Dr. Blanco:

This is the first time 1 am writing to a woman’s magazine but 1 need help. Amanda is a very
good friend but sometimes she is very annoying. She is the youngest of five sisters. My friend is
very obstinate and competitive. If I buy a hat, she wants to have a more attractive hat. If 1 talk
about my gold bracelet, she talks about her Colombian emerald ring. If T say I had a good day,
Amanda’s day is better. The worst is when we are with other friends. Some of her comments are
pure fiction. She says she bought a brand new car but it is really just a newer car. It is not bad to
dream but Amanda tells many lies and 1 do not know what t0 do. I need a big favor. What can I
do to help my old friend?

Worried.




